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COVER PICTURE

The cover picture shows the formation of coinage me-
tal (copper, silver, gold) complexes of ethylene sup-
ported by scorpionate ligands on an X-ray diffrac-
tion background (because the article focuses on the
structurally characterized molecules). Thermally
stable molecules containing bonds between coinage
metal atoms and ethylene are still rare but have
grown in number significantly over the last few
years. Tris(pyrazolyl)borate (commonly known as
scorpionate) ligands have played a major role in
this chemistry. Indeed, they have served as the
supporting ligands in the isolation of the first
ethylene adduct of all three coinage metal ions.
Most of the resulting complexes feature κ3-
bonded scorpionate ligands, while a few others
show rare κ2-coordination (as depicted here, a
gold atom held by a scorpion with the scor-
pion’s tail up). Details are presented in the Mi-
croreview by H. V. R. Dias and J. Wu on p.
509ff. H. V. R. D. gratefully acknowledges the
Robert A. Welch Foundation (grant Y-1289)
for providing financial support for his
research.
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Strong intermolecular CAryl�H agostic in- dow” because small variations of the li-
teractions have been observed for a steri- gand’s bulkiness and the synthetic pro-
cally engineered YbII amidopyridine com- cedure result in a drastically different
plex. The compound could only be stabi- chemistry.
lized in a small steric and synthetic “win-
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[M2Cl2(µ-Cl)4(CO)6M�(L)2] (M � Ru, Os;
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